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September 13, 2004
Dear Elected Official:
We wanted to take this opportunity to provide an update on our progress, in anticipation of the vote by the City Council to ratify the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for the siting of the Croton Water Filtration Plant under the driving range at the Mosholu Golf Course in Van Cortlandt Park.  As you know, Senate President Bruno, Assembly Speaker Silver, and Mayor Bloomberg recently signed the MOU, which states that $200 million will be spent on improvements to Bronx parks and also identifies the proposed projects that will be funded as a result of this undertaking. This agreement is a rare opportunity for large-scale improvements to Bronx parks and an investment that will benefit Bronx residents, as well as make the borough a greater destination for all New Yorkers and visitors. The funding will allow us to continue to expand the Bronx River Greenway, improve access to the waterfront, and build recreation facilities on a scale that would otherwise not be possible.  The $200 million is in addition to the $43 million committed in 1999 as part of an earlier ULURP proceeding. Approximately $25 million remains to improve Van Cortlandt Park and mitigate construction disruption.
The attached list of more than 70 projects was developed after years of receiving input from the Bronx community, and was finalized over the past year with the help of community groups and elected officials. We focused on projects in greatest need that would be a challenge to fund in the capital budget. Some of these include Crotona, Story, Van Cortlandt, Pelham Bay and Soundview Parks, Williamsbridge Oval, and a “Greening the Bronx” program that is designed to reduce heat islands and to improve air quality.

The Parks Department met with over a dozen community organizations seeking input on project selection. As part of the 2003 Budget Consultations with all Bronx Community Boards, we advised each board of which projects on their listings would be suitable for funding through the MOU. All State legislators were given the opportunity to provide input on project selection. The Bronx Council Members were also given the opportunity to meet and discuss park properties within their districts and projects their community would like to see funded. We are grateful to the Borough President and his team, who provided input on the thematic areas for funding and the proposed projects of this exciting plan.  And finally, we would like to thank the Governor for his input and leadership.
We look forward to continuing to work with you as we move ahead. Once the MOU is ratified by the City Council, we will then meet with each of the community boards to discuss the implementation of these projects. 

Sincerely,
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Adrian Benepe




Christopher O. Ward

Commissioner




Commissioner
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Department of Environmental Protection
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